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Valeriu D. COTEA is one of the few personalities of the Romanian and 

international education and science who have become successful men. Beside the 
grain of talent from his intellectual matrix, he also had two qualities indispensable 
for professional and social success: a quite unusual inclination to work and a 
humanist dimension, which ennobles his behaviour. So, we could explain his 
triple embodiment in the high academic attitude of "Professor", "Researcher" of 
authentic scientific value and "Man" of great generosity, sincerity and availability 
for  communication.  

The presentation of didactic and scientific virtues of the personality, to 
whom we pay homage at the anniversary of eight decades of life, can not be 
complete, as the author of these lines comes from a collateral field to the 
agricultural one. Another reason is that famous specialists or artists of writing 
have pointed out the personality of Professor Cotea. Being an outsider, the author 
of this presentation may be considered impartial. We must however, admit that 
the achievements of Professor and Researcher Valeriu D. COTEA impose 
themselves to such an extent, that the circumstance overestimations are insulting. 

The didactic activity has found in Professor Cotea a man predestined to 
such a noble mission. Many qualities acquired grace to family, school and 
university education may be added to the pedagogic tact, calm, opening to 
knowledge and human attachment inherited from his forerunners. That’s why, we 
consider that his joining the members of the teaching staff of the Faculty of 
Horticulture from the Agronomical Institute of Iaşi, since his last year of 
studentship (1950-1951) was natural and very inspired. Here, he has passed, by 
contest, all the university degrees, until he became Professor. In 1997, when he 
retired, he became Consulting Professor in the field of viticulture and oenology 
and he continued his previous activity (since 1973) of advising the candidates for 
taking the doctor’s degree in the same field.  
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For human and organizational qualities, he was appointed , for several 
times, Head of department and Dean. He was relieved of these tasks only after 
many insistent personal interferences, so that he could dedicate himself only to 
the creation work.  

Having the gift of elegant oratory, elevated humour, conquering sincerity, 
smile and behaviour, Professor Cotea was the idol of students. He has fascinated 
his students by the confidence with which he dominated his course, by inserting 
useful and competent digressions from other fields of knowledge within his 
presentation, and by relaxation of  the atmosphere with agreeable jokes. The 
students felt the love of Professor for them, and his pleasure of staying among 
them at practical laboratory works and field applications, stationary or itinerary 
ones, in different places of the country. He was receptive at private or group 
problems, and counselled the students how to solve them. The Professor was very 
generous and helped financially the poor students, without making them feel 
embarrassed. But, he made no concession as concerns the training of the future 
agronomists, making the students work hard, in order not to disappoint their 
teacher. 

Concerned by the acquisition of wine and vine knowledge, necessary to the 
students of the Faculty of Agronomy, Professor Cotea did not limit his activity to 
teaching  the course from the height of the university chair, but he also published 
speciality courses and treatises. Some works were of current usage, such as Wine 
Making, Wine Chemistry and Microbiology (1961), Fruit Trees Growing and 
Viticulture (1980), Viticulture and Wine Making (1984), others were works of 
deep and ample investigations, such as Oenology (1982) and Treatise of Oenology 
(volume I, 1985 and volume II, 1988), both of them being considered as 
important issues at national and international level, and rewarded by the Prize of 
the International Board of Vine and Wine. 

We also point out the intense activity of Academician Cotea as concerns 
the organization of the discipline of viticulture and oenology within the recently 
created Faculty of Horticulture. He set up vine experimental fields, ampelographic 
collections, laboratories for wine analyses, wine making pilot station, workshops 
for superior revaluation of grapes and wines, underground storehouses for 
maturation and ageing of wines or by products (pearl, liqueur, flavoured wines, 
etc.), and speciality libraries. He did all his best for a complete training of 
students, researchers, Romanian and foreign candidates, being an attentive 
doctorate or master's degree adviser. 

The scientific activity places Professor Cotea among the most prolific and 
profound scientists of our time in the field of viticulture and wine making. In Iaşi 
City, he is the founder of the "school" of viticulture and oenology, which 
achievements have shown its worth at elevated debates at national and 
international level. Professor Cotea, the author of many original works and leader 
of some prestigious team works, initiated and conducted by him, has received 
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many titles: Member of the Romanian Academy (where he has the function of 
President of the Department for Agricultural and Forest Sciences) and Expert 
Member of the International Board of Vine and Wine.  

In the field of viticulture, he carried out, for the first time in our country, 
private and team (conducted by N. Bucur) investigations on the behaviour of vine 
stocks and different vine varieties, under natural conditions of the forest steppe 
from the Moldavian Plain, focusing on the variety adapting on salted soils – soils 
found in high percentage in this side of Romania, but with low production in 
farming, especially in viticulture. Eco-systemic, ampelographic and oenological 
synthesis works on main Romanian vineyards (published in famous international 
publications, among which the well-known Académie Suisse du Vin) proved to 
be very successful.  

Valeriu D. COTEA has compelled recognition in the field of Oenology as a 
well-known specialist at national and international level, by his works of real 
fundamental and applicative interest. For the elaboration of his work, he has used 
the material base of the University of Agronomy of Iaşi, (experimental and 
didactic station, farms, laboratories, etc., most of them being created with his 
great contribution) and the Research Centre for Oenology. This is a unique Centre 
in this field from Romania, created and equipped by Professor Cotea with 
adequate laboratories, ultra modern apparatus and a select scientific staff. The 
Centre is subordinated to the Romanian Academy - Iaşi Branch. 

As the scientific activity of V.D. COTEA has been already analysed by 
authorized scientists and will continue to be studied in details for its interest 
within the world of specialists, I shall limit my presentation to finding out the 
main theme directions approached by hundreds of publications and thousands of 
pages of his valuable work: Investigation on Romanian wine composition and 
characteristics; Investigation on some oenological indices for establishing wine 
authenticity; Investigation on controlling vine diseases with pesticides and other 
residual chemical substances in the circuit soil-plant-vine and wine products; 
Investigation on updating the technologies of wine production; Studies on 
physical, chemical, biological and organoleptic characteristics of wines related to 
the nature of places (ecosystem), ampelographic origin (variety), vine and wine 
technology and science (human interference), for marking the boundaries of 
superior wine making units (regions, zones) from Romania; Studies on the 
oenological potential / production units (vineyards, plains and centres of 
viticulture) for their standardization and classification in a proper system; 
Detailed monograph studies on ecological inclination and vine and wine 
revaluation  of some famous traditional vineyards from Romania; Vulgarization 
of some famous Romanian wines and vineyards in prestigious speciality 
publications from other countries and, respectively, of some foreign wines and 
vineyards in Romanian speciality publications, contributing to a mutual useful 
exchange of information in this field; Contribution on the elaboration of the 
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,,Project of Vine and Wine Law’’ from Romania and on creating trends 
favourable to a modern structural change in Romanian vine and wine legislation, 
for meeting the requirements of the European Community.  

Even this short theme presentation persuades us of the wide palette of 
scientific concerns of V.D. COTEA. His valuable co-optations in the highest 
national and international organisms (societies, associations, boards, 
commissions, etc.), as well as the meritorious distinctions (orders, diplomas, 
titles, medals, awards, etc.), which enumeration covers many pages, represent a 
guarantee of the profound scientific character of his research.  

Many of his investigations are synthesised in monumental works, which 
surround with a halo his entire creation. Some of them have been already 
mentioned for their didactic purpose. We refer to the works awarded by the 
International Board of Vine and Wine, especially to his famous Treatise of 
Oenology, a model of integrating science and university didactics,  and Romanian 
Wine and Vineyards (with variants in French and English) - a model of eco-
geographic, viticulture and oenological presentation at national level. Professor 
Cotea has also recently created the important monograph The Cotnari Vineyard, 
with consistent abstracts in French and English, a model of monograph 
presentation of a wine and viticulture unit – the oldest and the most famous 
vineyard of Romania. 

*  *  * 
The remarkable scientific and didactic activity of Professor Cotea has 

found a broad response among the world speciality organizations. Since the 
beginning of his activity, he was noticed by the most famous organization, the 
International Board of Vine and Wine, with the headquarters in Paris, where he 
was developing a continuous activity for 20 years, being the most long-lived 
representative of Romania in an international organization of this profile.         
Co-opted as Expert by the International Board of Vine and Wine since 1977, he 
was afterwards elected President of the Group of Experts in Wine Technology, 
Vice-president of the Commission for Oenology, President of the same 
Commission and Vice-president of International Board of Vine and Wine. 
Simultaneously, he became member of other international organizations: Expert 
of American Society for Enology and Viticulture, Honoured Member of 
Jugoslavenko Vinogradasko, Member of Groupe International Polyphénols, 
Member in the publishing board of publications "Bulletin de l’O.I.V", "Rivista de 
Viticultura e di Enologia" - Italy and "Ciência e Técnica Vitivinícola" - Portugal, 
Corresponding Member of "Academia Italiana della Vite e del Vino", 
Corresponding Member of "Académie Suisse du Vin" and Corresponding 
Member of Wine International Academy. 

The long time activity of Professor Cotea within the International Board of 
Vine and Wine and his participation in many congresses, symposiums, etc. all 
over the world made him become an excellent intermediary between the progress 
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of agricultural, wine-making and viticultural sciences from Romania and from 
other countries of the world and culture, behaviour and diplomacy made him a 
real ambassador of Romania at the international stage. 

 
*  *  * 

We have promised to refer in this presentation only to V.D. COTEA’s 
didactic and scientific activity, but we must also point out his polyvalent 
personality. His temptation of becoming a multilateral personality was manifest, 
according to his own statement, since his childhood and did not diminish until 
today. This permanent desire of knowledge is proved by subscriptions to journals 
from various fields. He is a permanent presence at scientific and cultural sessions, 
book presentations, vernissages, etc., where his speech is competent and full of 
colour.  

His need "to escape in other fields than the obsessing speciality", as he 
says, goes beyond the amateurism of a simple relaxation, being materialized by 
literary, history and memoires works. As a result of his passion for these 
activities, he was considered a professional even in these complementary fields. 
Although he denies vehemently these "exaggerated" characterizations, many 
articles and books, like Fragments of Life (1977), Profiles in Time (2002), 
Homage to Forerunners (2002), and Vidra- The Gate of Vrancea (2003) already 
incriminate him. 

*  *  * 
The anniversary of 80 years – age at which the Professor shows the same 

physical and intellectual vigour and the same gift for labour and human 
understanding, gives us (who benefit by his generosity) the occasion to wish him 
health and a long life,  full of new scientific and philanthropic achievements , for 
enjoying the huge work he will leave to posterity.  

 


